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United Nations Conference on

Housing and Sustainable Urban Development

HABITAT I - 1976 HABITAT II - 1996 HABITAT III - 2016

The United Nations General Assembly convened 

the Habitat I conference in Vancouver in 1976, 

as governments began to recognize the need for 

sustainable human settlements and the 

consequences of rapid urbanization, especially 

in the developing world.

At that time, urbanization and its impacts were 

barely considered by the international 

community, but the world was starting to 

witness the greatest and fastest migration of 

people into cities and towns in history as well as 

rising urban population through natural growth 

resulting from advances in medicine.

Main outcomes:

// Recognition that shelter and urbanization are 

global issues to be addressed collectively

// Creation of the United Nations Center for 

Human Settlements (UNCHS-Habitat)

The Vancouver commitments were reconfirmed 

twenty years later, at the Habitat II conference 

in Istanbul.

World leaders adopted the Habitat Agenda as a 

global plan of action for adequate shelter for 

all, with the notion of sustainable human 

settlements driving development in an 

urbanizing world.

Main outcomes:

// Cities are the engines of global growth

// Urbanization is an opportunity

// Call for a stronger role of local authorities

// Recognition of the power of participation

On October 20, 2016 in Quito, Ecuador, the New 

Urban Agenda was adopted with no reservations 

and after an inclusive and unprecedented 

participatory process of two years.

The New Urban Agenda is an action-oriented 

document which sets global standards of 

achievement in sustainable urban development, 

rethinking the way we build, manage, and live 

in cities through cooperation with committed 

partners, relevant stakeholders, and urban 

actors at all levels of government as well as the 

private sector.

Main outcomes:

// Cities for all

// just, safe, healthy, accessible, affordable, 

resilient and sustainable cities and human 

settlements to foster prosperity and quality of 

life for all. 
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An urban era ðthe need for UN-HABITAT
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What is Habitat III?

u Date: From 17 ð20 October 2016

u Place: Quito, Ecuador

u Participants: All member states and stakeholders

(30,000 participants from 167 countries)

u Objectives: 

uTo secure renewed political commitment for 

sustainable urban development

uTo assess accomplishments to date

uTo address poverty

uTo  identify and address new and emerging 

challenges



Why develop the New Urban Agenda?

Quality of life of urban 

inhabitants improved 

since the Habitat I (1976)

BUT

Nearly Double number of 

Urban Population by 2050

The major obstacles to sustainable development 

worldwide

Remain poverty, growing 

inequalities and 

environmental degradation



The New Urban Agenda is an action-oriented document which sets global 

regulations of achievement in sustainable urban development, rethinking the way 

we build, manage, and live in cities through cooperation with committed partners, 

relevant stakeholders, and urban actors at all levels of government as well as the 

private sector.



How the New Urban Agenda helps global problem?

The New Urban Agenda will help to end poverty and hunger in all 

its forms and dimensions (e.g. reduce inequality, sustainable 

economic growth).

Readdressing the way cities and 

human settlements are:

- Planned

- Designed

- Financed

- Developed

- Governed

- Managed



Contribution of the New Urban Agenda

Contributes to the 

implementation & localization
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SDG Goal 11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, 

resilient and sustainable

10 targets and 15 indicators



Five principles of the New Urban Agenda

1. National Urban Policy

2. Urban legislation, rules and 

regulation

3. Urban Planning and Design

4. Urban economy and municipal 

finance

5. Local implementation



Vision

Vision of cities for all, referring to the 

equal use and enjoyment of cities and 

human settlements, seeking to promote 

inclusivity and ensure that all inhabitants, 

of present and future generations, without 

discrimination of any kind, are able to 

inhabit and produce just, safe, healthy ,

accessible, affordable , resilient and 

sustainable cities and human settlements 

to foster prosperity and quality of life
for all.



Guiding principles to adopt a New Urban Agenda

Ensure environmental 

sustainability by 

promoting clean 

energy and sustainable 

use of land and 

resources in urban 

development, by 

protecting ecosystems 

and biodiversity

Leave no one 

behind , by ending 

poverty in all its 

forms and 

dimensions

Ensure sustainable 

and inclusive urban 

economies by 

leveraging the 

agglomeration 

benefits of well -

planned urbanization



Initiatives under the Quito 

Implementation Plan

1. should be specific, replicable, action-

oriented, funded and innovative;

2. must be monitored and subject to reporting 

on a regular basis;

3. should demonstrate the capacity to deliver;

4. should be led by partners able to showcase 

implementation of existing commitments 

(sufficient level of maturity).

5. For cooperative international initiatives, 

they must observe inclusiveness (e.g. 

balance regional representation).


