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I. Challenges forRegional Cooperation

The Asia region is a hotspot of  urbanization ςwith growing numbers of  
cities of 300,000 inhabitants or more in 2014. 

It is increasingly  the locus of megacities (>10 Million Population) with 17 of the 
29 identified megacities in Asia, (UNHABITAT) .

Haphazard urban development, overcrowding, inadequate housing and  
deficient basic services, environmental degradation, increasing everyday 
risks well as the growing risk from climate change. 

ü With an average of 28% of urban populations in Asia living in slum 
conditions,  equating to 564 million people! (WCR2016). 3



(Rapid & increasing) shifts of populations from rural to urban 
areas

World Urban Population

1900 - 13% (220 million) >> 2005 - 49% (3.2 billion) >> 2030 
ς60+% (4.9 billion) (UN World Urbanization Prospects Report)

Yet many people remain without access to basic infrastructure 
including; safe water supply, sanitation and solid waste 
management (SWM)

Live in poor quality and overcrowded housing 

With Informal  slum settlements often in dangerous locations
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UNESA 2012 1990 2010 2030

Urban Population 
Asia

1 billion 1.8 billion 2.7 billion
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Significant demographic shift from rural to urban areas  

Broad-based urbanization - cities of different 
demographic and geographical sizes

Urban areas are often driving economic growth ςdue to 
increased connectivity to markets, improved 
infrastructure and services, when compared to  rural 
areas.

Regional cooperation between countries is also 
encouraging  the growth of economic corridors and the 
development of secondary cities and small towns, which 
are increasingly connected. 
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/ŀƳōƻŘƛŀΩǎ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ
2015 marked 22 years of generally progressive economic 
development in Cambodia, following the formation of the Royal 
Government of Cambodia in 1993 (and a  transformation from a 
planned to a market-based economy)

/ŀƳōƻŘƛŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ 
and  supported by resilient exports and tourism as well as a strong 
real estate sector.

The Cambodian economy grew by an average of 7% in 2013, 2014, 
and 2015 and is project to maintained  this growth of 7% per year 
in 2016 and 2017 (ADB).

With this growth, the GDP per Capita has risen to USD$1,158.7 
(WBG) in 201,5 from a base figure of  just USD$253 per capita/ 
per year in 1993. 

LŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ /ŀƳōƻŘƛŀΩǎ 
GDP is expected to doublewithin 10 years.



II. CAMBODIA'S URBANIZATION

Source: [ADB, Assessment Strategy and Roadmap 2012] 7



The Connectivity of Urban Centres (Economic Corridors)
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11Regions, provinces, municipalities Source:  Own design based on data from NIS

Current Municipalities
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Municipal and Non-municipal Urban Centers

Source: own design based on data from Urban Reclassification, 2011
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Population size class Municipalities
Non-municipal
urban centres

Remarks

>1 million inhabitants Phnom Penh ---

Secondary cities, 
large (>100,000)

SiemReap
Battambang

Poipet
---

Only 3 large municipalities with well over 
100,000 inhabitants, incl. Siem Reap (230,000)

Intermediate
(50 ς100,000)

13 
municipalities ς

typical 
provincial 
centres

1 

As of 2008, three municipalities close to 
100,000: Sihanouk Ville, SareiSaophon, 
Takhmau(Kandal)
The largest non-municipal town is Sa Angin 
KandalProvince, with 53,000 inhabitants, i.e. 
much larger than many municipalities

Small 
(20-50,000) 

9 11 towns

The larger non-municipal towns in this 
category are likely candidates for becoming 
municipalities

Very small 
(< 20,000)

1

17 towns 
(10-20,000)
11 towns 
(<10,000)

The smallest municipality is Saen Monorom in 
Mondulkiri province (12,340)

Total
27 

municipalities
40 non-municipal 

urban centres

Total urban 
population

2.969,112 ς
81.7%  

(municipalities)

665,065 ς
18.3% (others)

Urban Centresby Population Size & Classification 
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The Urban Economy: Situation Assessment
The demographically defined total labourforce for the country was 
about 8.6 million in 2008. 

Using the 2013 population count (14.7 million), the overall 
economically productive population has grown to ~9.1 million people 
in 3.2 million households.

Clustering and translating this into the three broad sectors and 
assuming equal household size (which is definitely a simplification),

Sectors
% of 

households
Households 

(1,000)
Population 

(1,000)

Agriculture 55.8 1,765 8,186

Industry 16.9 534 2,406

Services 27.3 864 4,005

Total 100.0 3,163 14,677

Source: [World Bank, Cambodia Economy Profile, 2013]
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Distribution of economic establishments and their workforce 

Distribution of Economic Establishments
Population Engaged in Business 

Establishments 
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Area
Four most important sections of 

employment ςtrade, manufacturing, 
accommodation/food, education

% Remarks

Phnom Penh 463,571 33 High concentration of 
registered enterprises & 
employment in Phnom 
Penh & 9 core provinces

Next10 largest 
municipalities

616,274 44

Next 5 222,308 16

Subtotal 15 provinces 1,302,153 92
Only four of 17 categories of 
enterprises / employment

All of Cambodia 1,409,477 100

Area Population % Employees %
Concentration 

index
Phnom Penh 1,501,725 11.2 559,166 33.4 2.98
10 largest 
municipalities

951,762 7.2 341,143 20.4 2.86

All 27 
municipalities

2,969,112 22.2 878,179 52.4 2.36

* ISIC: International Standard for Economic Classification ςin the Economic Census, 17 classes of ISICwere used, 
but in this table, only the 4 major sections are presented. Source: From Econ Census, 2011, Report 3, Tab. 3.5.3, p. 10

Determinants of Urban Growth & Change (based on 2011 data)
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Baseline Conditions, 2008 Scenario 1, 2030 Scenario 2 , 2030
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Urban 
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Urban 

Population Total Population 
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A. Phnom Penh
1 1,670 12.5 1,502 89.9 2,759 15 2,759 100 2,391 13 2,391 100

B. Plain region
5 4,878 36.4 701 14.4 6,418 35 1,861 29 5,701 31 1,767 31

C. Tonle Sap Lake
8 4,357 32.5 977 22.4 5,793 32 2,433 42 5,517 30 2,207 40

D. Coastal Region
4 961 7.2 253 26.3 1,324 7 569 43 2,207 12 971 44

E. Plateau & 

Mountains
7 1,531 11.4 203 13.3 2,097 11 482 23 2,575 14 772 30

Total 25 13,396 100.0 3,636 27.1 18,391 100 8,105 44 18,391 100 8,109 44

Urbanization Projection Scenarios(Indicators & Patterns of Change)

Source: Urbanization Studies, ADB, 2014
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Scenario 1 Business as Usual to 2030
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Alternative Scenario (2) , 2030

Population Engaged in Business 
Establishments 



Satellite zone

City center

Proposed sub-center
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City-center
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